
E-catalogue ESTER 
 
 
 
1. Contents of the catalogue 
 
E-catalogue contains data about books, journals, newspapers, sheet music, maps, sound and video recordings and other 
publications of different kinds held at the library collections, enabling you to find their precise location in the library. 
 
E-catalogue ESTER is a joint catalogue of Estonian libraries; it is divided into Tartu and Tallinn catalogues.  
 
In addition to the University of Tartu Library, Tartu ESTER reflects the collections of the Library of the Estonian 
University of Life Sciences, the Archive Library of the Estonian Literary Museum and Tartu Public Library. 
 
Link to ESTER can be found in the University of Tartu Library home page.  
 
The catalogue contains data about the collections of university colleges and specialised libraries as well. 
 
Card catalogues are constantly being converted into the electronic catalogue. 
 
At present, ESTER of the University of Tartu Library contains data about 

• the majority of Estonian-language publications 
• all foreign books published since 1995 and a large number of older foreign publications  
• articles published in Estonian journals and collections of articles since 1999.   

 
A large part of older foreign-language publications can still be found only in the card and sheet catalogues. It is possible that 
some works of an author can be found in the electronic catalogue, but others are still in the card catalogue. 
 
If you need older publications, you have to use the card catalogues of the library. Ask for help from the library consultant. 
 
Using e-catalogue ESTER you can 

• find the precise location of books and other publications in the library, 
• see whether the book is available for borrowing,  
• electronically order publications from the stacks, 
• see what books you have borrowed and check their due dates, 
• renew the due dates of the books you have borrowed,  
• reserve books that have been borrowed by somebody else. 

 
 



2. My ESTER. PIN-code 
 
My ESTER allows you comfortably to check what books you have borrowed and keep track of your due dates, to renew 
due dates and do many other things. 
 
Link to My ESTER can be found on a green bar in the right-hand side of the first page of the catalogue.  
 
To have a comfortable access to all possibilities offered by ESTER, it is useful to log at once on to My ESTER. Enter your 
name, the number of your library card and PIN-code. You have to choose your PIN-code when you first log on to My 
ESTER. 
 

 
 
 
You will at once see the titles of the books you have borrowed and their due dates; you can renew the due dates, or you can 
proceed to catalogue search. You can do all further operations in the catalogue without repeatedly entering your PIN-code 
any more. 
 
My ESTER allows you to save your searches so that you can repeat them later, if necessary. 
 
History of loans shows you all your current, as well as previous loans. 
 
If you wish to be informed by e-mail when new titles are added into ESTER, mark the appropriate searches. 
 
 



3. Choosing the right catalogue before starting a search 
 
Before starting a search, choose from the pull-down menu the part of the catalogue you wish to use. 
 
Tartu ESTER offers the following choices: 
View the entire [Tartu] collection 
Libraries one by one 
Articles (articles from journals and collections of articles published in Estonia since 1999) 
Periodicals (journals, newspapers, serials, but not articles) 
Monographs (excluding periodicals and articles) 
 

 
 
 
In the lower left-hand corner, there is a link to the electronic catalogue of Tallinn libraries. Link to Tallinn ESTER is in the 
screen whenever you make a search, and if you wish, you can repeat the same search in the Tallinn catalogue. 



4. Search by author 

If you know the name of the author, editor, translator, illustrator or performer and you wish to find his or her works, 
choose the search by AUTHOR. 

Enter the surname and the first name or the initial of the first name of the author. 

Collectives – institutions, organisations, faculties, institutes, conferences, bands, etc. can be authors as well. 

When you search by the author’s name, you can see all his or her different roles (editor, compiler, supervisor, translator, 
etc.) Original works by this author are in the entry without any additional roles. 

EXAMPLE 

You are searching for author Marju Lauristin. Enter lauristin m to the search field. You can use small letters without a 
comma between the surname and the first name 

 

 

 

Books and articles written by Marju Lauristin can be found on the line no 2.  

In case only one title is shown under one role of the author, (e.g. lines 4 and 7), you can at once see the libraries that have 
the publication and the publication year of this material. In case more titles are shown under one role of the author, you can 
see the number of publications at the end of the line. To see the list of titles, click on this line.  

 



5. Search by title 

If you know the title of the book you wish to search, choose the option TITEL. 

Enter the title or the beginning of the title to the search field. If the title begins with an article, search both with and without 
the article. 

EXAMPLE 

Searching for a textbook titled Politics in the University of Tartu Library, enter the word politics to the search field. You will 
get the following results.  

 

You will get titles beginning with the word politics and 7 books with the title The Politics. To see these entries, click on the 
word The Politics in the first line. You will get the following list. 
 



 
 
The book you need is no 6. To see the full catalogue record, click on this title and you will see all the copies the library has 
and their locations. 



 
 
To see all the copies of the book, click on View additional copies or search for a specific volume / copy. (See also E-
Catalogue entry, location information).  
 
In case you do not know the exact title of the book, but remember some words of the title, you can try a search using these 
words under the search option KEYWORD. Hopefully, the book you need will be among the titles displayed.  
 
 



6. Search by the author and title 
 
If you know both the author and the title of the book, choose the search by AUTHOR/TITLE, which is the quickest way 
to find a book. Enter the surname and first name of the author; you can enter the whole title or some words of it. 
 
EXAMPLE 
 
You are searching for the same textbook, but you know that the author’s surname is Heywood. 
 

 
 
 
Four titles will be displayed and it is easy to find the needed book among them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



7. Subject search. Search by the subject headings 
 
Choose the search SUBJECT.  
Here, you can search for literature on some certain subject using subject headings, describing the content of the books, 
added to catalogue entries. Subject headings are drawn together into the dictionary of subject headings. To find suitable 
terms, browse the dictionary. Click on the link INGRID. The subject headings dictionary contains terms in English as well, 
but in performing a subject heading search, you must use only appropriate Estonian terms. 
 

 
 
In the dictionary, you can choose a subject area on the left-hand column; clicking on a word, you will be shown all subject 
headings relevant to this subject area in alphabetic order in Estonian and their English translations. On the right, you can 
search for subject headings. 
  
 
EXAMPLE  
 
You wish to find materials on drug addiction and you start with INGRID. If you enter only the beginning of the word, you 
will be shown all words with the same beginning. You can search by English words as well. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
You can enter a word that best describes your subject into the subject heading search without browsing INGRID. If such a 
subject heading does not exist, you will be directed to the existing subject headings, or you are offered a choice of subject 
headings of the similar beginning, or you can perform a new keyword search. 
 
When searching by subject heading, you can enter only the beginning of the word and you will be shown all subject 
headings with the similar beginning, and you can choose the most fitting one.  
 



EXAMPLE 
 
Searching by the subject heading narco, you will get the following results.  
 

 
 
 
Choose: narcotic habit – See narkomaania 
 
You are first offered the option of seeing related subject headings. 
 

 
 
If you still wish to search by narkomaania, click on the word and you will find all titles under this subject heading. 
 



 
 
 
299 titles are found (as of 16.04.2007), and entries are displayed in the alphabetic order. 
 
The entries can be sorted by the year of publication, and the results of the search can be limited by several criteria (year of 
publication, type, language, publisher, location of the copy, words in the title, author and subject headings fields). (Under the 
location of the copy, search can be limited by the libraries of university colleges or specialised libraries.) Click Limit/Sort at 
the top or bottom of the page, and you will see the following options. 
 



 
 
The same options can be used when searching by the author or title. 
 
 
NB!  
You can search only by one subject heading at a time. To add another subject heading, use Limit/Sort after the search and 
choose the subject heading field for further limiting your search.  
 
Several subject headings can be used at the same time in keyword search (see the next chapter). 
 
Not all catalogue entries, especially those of older publications, have subject headings. Therefore, you cannot be sure to find 
all publications on a subject by using subject heading search. Search by title and keyword as well. 
 
If you wish to find materials on some certain person or organisation, use subject heading search too among others. Enter 
surname first, then the first name. 
 
 



8. Subject search. Search by keyword  
 
You can search for materials on some certain subject by using keyword search or extended search.   
 
This is the broadest search; the entered word or phrase is searched among the authors, titles, subject headings and notes. 
This way, you can also find publications that do not have subject headings in their catalogue entry. You can also use words 
in foreign languages to find titles that may contain these words.  
  
 

 
 
If you choose EXTENDED SEARCH on the green bar, you can specify your search by different criteria (language, type of 
publication, publisher, location of the copy, year of publication) already before you start searching. 
 



 
 
You can find search tips at the bottom of the same page. 
 



 
 
 
Under keyword search, you can use two subject headings at the same time. If you, for example, wish to find Master’s theses 
on some subject, enter keywords magistritööd and the word(s) describing the contents of the work.  
 
EXAMPLE 
 
You are searching for Estonian novels published in the English language. Both eesti and romaanid are subject headings, but in 
the subject headings search, you should first search by one of them and then limit your search by the other. In case of 
keyword search, you can use both at the same time.  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
If you wish to limit your results after having performed the search, choose MODIFY SEARCH.  
 
NB! The results of the extended search are automatically sorted by date, but the results of keyword search are sorted by 
relevance.   



 
It is advisable to use the keyword search if you search for a certain book, but do not know its exact title. Try all the words of 
the title that you remember in any order.  
 
 
9. Search by numbers 
 
UDK 
 
UDK (Universal Decimal Classification) is an international system of classification, where books are grouped by the fields 
of science. It allows searching for literature on some certain subject as well. You need to know the UDK index, which can 
be found with the help of the subject list of the systematic card catalogue of the library.  
 
You could try to search by the UDK number that is added to the catalogue entry of a book to find other books on the same 
subject. 
 
In the reading rooms of the library, books and journals are distributed among different fields of science according to the 
UDK numbers (the first numbers of the call numbers of the reading room collection books are derived from the UDK 
numbers).  
 
ISBN/ISSN 
 
Each book has its own characteristic international ISBN number and each journal title has its ISSN number. If you know 
these numbers, you can find exactly the right publication in the catalogue. 
 
 
10. Search History 
 
If do not remember any more all the searches you have already made and which criteria you have used, click SEARCH 
HISTORY. You can see all searches made during the current session and you can return to them any time.  
 
 
11. Entry in the e-catalogue, location information   
 
All important information about a publication can be found in its catalogue entry, which can be opened by clicking on the 
title in the list of search results.  
 
In addition to bibliographic data (author, title, publication data, subject headings, etc.), you can see information about the 
copies in the library. 
 
To see all copies, click on a key at the bottom of the page View additional copies or search for a specific volume/copy.  
 
Each line corresponds to one copy of the book. You can see the locations and call numbers of all copies, whether the book 
can be borrowed and the due date of a copy that is on loan. Using the catalogue information, you can find the book on the 
open shelves of the reading rooms. If the book is located in the stacks, you have to order it and you will receive it at the 
Circulation counter. 
 



 
 
 
LOCATION indicates the library, the stacks or the reading room, where the book is located. The loan date of each copy is 
added in brackets.  
 
The abbreviation TUL at the beginning of the location indicates that the book is located in the main Library of the 
University of Tartu, at 1, Struve Street. 
 
The abbreviation TU at the beginning of the location indicates that the book is located in some specialised library at the 
faculties or institutes of the university.   
 
The availability of the book is related with its location – whether you can pick it up on the open shelves or you have to 
order it from the stacks. 

New textbooks can be found in the open collections of the reading rooms. 

If you have specified the location of the book in the e-catalogue ESTER and found the following locations 

TUL 1st R-room, 
TUL 2nd R-room,   
TUL 3Rd R-room,  
TUL Law Reading-room,  
TUL Textbook Coll, 
 
you have to find and pick up the book on the open shelves of the reading rooms and register your loan. 
 
If the locations are TUL Stacks or TUL Order into R-room, you have to order the book from the stacks.  
 
In both cases, it is important to find the exact call number in the catalogue, indicating the exact location of the book in the 
open collection or in the stacks. 
 
 
STATUS indicates whether the book is available or on loan. In case the book is on loan, you can see the due date in the 
catalogue. The books of the archival collection that are meant for long-time preservation have the status EI LAENUTATA 
(cannot be borrowed).  
 
NOTES, featuring IN-LIRARY USE, indicate that the book can only be used in the library.  
 
 



12. Records of articles in the e-catalogue 
 
You may get search results, where the word Article has been added to the title. 
 
Cognitive linguistics: its origins and how to recognize it / Silvi Tenjes : Article  
 
If you open such a record, you can see that it lacks information about location. At the end of the record, there is the line 
Host Item Entry, where you can find the title of the journal or collection of articles, containing this article. You should 
remember the year of publication, the volume and the issue and the page numbers.   
 
To find the location and call number of the source, click on the title of the source.  
 

 
 
ESTER contains information about articles published in Estonian journals and collections of articles since 1999.  
 
Since 2003, information about articles written on social sciences and the humanities is not added to ESTER any more. This 
information can be found in the database of Estonian articles, ISE.  
 
Information on articles published on educational sciences since 2005 can be found in the database of the Academic Library 
of Tallinn University, HARIDUS.   
 
ESTER does not contain information about newspaper articles. Selected information on such articles can be found in the 
database ISE and in the databases of the Academic Library of Tallinn University. 
 
Scholarly articles in foreign languages can be found in scholarly databases, open to the University of Tartu Library. The 
subject area portal in the library homepage gives information about databases accessible to the library users. 
 
 

http://ester.utlib.ee/search/atenjes/atenjes/1%2C8%2C28%2CB/frameset&FF=atenjes+silvi+1958&1%2C%2C12
http://ise.nlib.ee/
http://www.tlulib.ee/biblioserver/


13. Journals in the e-catalogue 
 
The journal record in the e-catalogue contains information about the journal issues held in the library, about the recent 
arrivals and about the expected time of arrival of the next issue.  
 
The record entry for the journal Trames: 
 

  
 
By clicking View additional copies or search for a specific volume/copy you can see all volumes and their locations in 
the library. 
 
More recent volumes of journals are located in the reading rooms, near the respective subject areas; older volumes are 
located in the stacks. 
  
As a rule, journals can be borrowed; they can be used only in the library. 
  
 
Clicking the link Latest Received, you can see a table with the recently arrived journal issues; each box contains 
information on a single issue.   
 



 
 
 
14. Ordering publications from the e-catalogue 
 
Publications located in the stacks can be ordered via the e-catalogue. 
 
It is advisable to log on to My ESTER already before starting your searches (link on the green bar on the right-hand side of 
the first page of the catalogue). 
 
To order a publication, you have to open the record of the book you need; you have to be able to see the locations and call 
numbers in the screen. Click the link Request this item on the top of the page, choose the service point where you wish to 
pick up the book and click SUBMIT. 
 

 

You will be shown all copies held in the library collections. You can order the copies that have a box for selecting them in 
front of the location, and with the location of TUL Stacks. You have to make sure that the status of the book is 
AVAILABLE.  Then click REQUEST SELECTED ITEM. 



 
 
For borrowing, you can order only the books with the location of TUL Stacks (30d). Books ordered from the stacks can 
be picked up at the Circulation counter in the first floor in three hours; the books are held there for pickup for three days. 
 
Books with the location of TUL Order into R-room, and with the note IN-LIBRARY USE, have to be ordered into the 
reading rooms. Books ordered from the stacks for in-library use can be picked up in three hours at the service counter in the 
second floor, where they are held for pickup for 14 days. (The book in the above example can be used only in the reading 
rooms.)  
 
NB! Books located in the reading rooms and in the textbook collection cannot be ordered, you have to find and pick them 
up on the bookshelves.   
 
 
15. Renewing due dates in the e-catalogue 
 
My ESTER allows you to renew the due dates of the books you have borrowed. 
 
Open the list of books you have borrowed. 
Select the books the due dates of which you wish to renew and click RENEW SELECTED ITEMS. 
 
If everything is in accord with the loan rules, you will be given a new due date. 
In case you cannot renew the due dates, you will be given a message CANNOT BE RENEWED and an explanation, why 
you cannot do this. 
 
You have to renew the due dates in time, meaning, you cannot miss the due date. You will be sent a reminder three days 
before the due date, so that you could renew the book or return it in time. In case you have missed the due date, you can 
renew it only with the help of a librarian. 
 
 



16. Reserving books in the e-catalogue 
 
In case all copies of the book you need have already been borrowed, you can reserve a copy. Then, person who has 
borrowed the book cannot renew it any more. 
 
To reserve a book you have to open the catalogue entry of the book. Click REQUEST THIS ITEM. 
If you have not logged on to My ESTER before requesting a book, you can do in the course of requesting it. 
 
Select the service counter where you wish to pick the book up, enter your e-mail address on the field Additional 
information and click SUBMIT. 
 
 

 

Then you will be shown all copies of the book. You can request only the copies with a selection box in front of the location, 
and with the location of TUL (in the main library). Now, click REQUEST SELECTED ITEMS. 

 



 
You will be notified by e-mail when the book is ready for pickup. 
The books are held for you at the Circulation counter for three days counting from the notification. 
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